
IN the Soldiers* Home grounds, a few
paces south of the front of that fine
white marble building called Scott
Hall, which is the building with
the square tower that is a skyline

mark of Washington, stand two trees
of unusual size for their species and
apparently of great age. There is a

legend that their a^e is greater than any
other trees in the District, and that
they count their years with some of
the proudest old trees of the world.

It is the belief of some of the friends
of these trees that they were old when
the first white men. whoev r they were,
set foot on the shores of the new world.
This is only a legend, but by bringing
the matter into print it may direct the
attention of students to these, trees if
the attention "f such students has not
already been attracted to them.
They are sassafras trees. They stand

a few feet apart and so resemble each
other that for time out of mind they
have been known as the "twin trees."
Big and gnarled xtnd hoary, a man

would scarcely recognize them as sassafrasunless he read their character in
their leaves. But when the Rambler saw
them and planted his camera before
them winter had shorn them of their
foliage, and at a glance one might take
them for gigantic, tlmeworn and stormtornwillows or oaks. In summer the
low-hangings foliage of these trees
veils their wrinkled and blotched bark
and one might pass them by without
suspecting their age. But with their
green veiling whipped away by the
cold winds that sweep the highland

George W. Riggs sold this, his coi
place, for the uses of a soldiers* }
and on this and other lands s

fluently purchased the noble ins
tion of the Soldiers' Home has g
and flourished. Now, when the R
lived there, the Riggs girls h;
swing and bench seat between
old sassafras trees, and they play
house and dolls there. They knew
as the "twin trees." The neighbor!
ing around there were the Rev.
Brackenridge, whose home becam<
summer cottage of W. \V. Corcoran
John Agg. who in 1857 sold his pla
Conway Robinson.
Amnnc- nil these families there

wnert inev gruw mcy uic ucicii, vi

their disguise.
*

* *
Near the trees are box hedges that

have been trimmed low in places, but
around the parade where the flag flies
from reveille to retreat, where there
are four antique brass fieldpieces, a

saluting gun and a sundial, you may
count more than a dozen giant box trees
which tell you that they are very old.
These box trees and hedges grew green

before the Soldiers' Home was created.
What is now the kitchen and lounge of
the Anderson building, the pebble-dash
broad-porched struct ..e at the \ est of
Scott Hall, was the dwelling of Edward
Blackford, an Englishman, or an Anglo*
Aniercan, and who it; some sere and
crumbling papers is described as Sir
Edward Blackford. When he bought
that property the Rambler does not
know, but it was certainly in the early
years of the nineteenth century. Ed-
waiu DiaiKiufu uetctiiie a :t?r in
Washington, the village, long before the
Rambler and The Star were horn. Those
box bushes had been growing there beforeBlackford came to live on the place.
Edward Blackford's daughter Elizabethwas married to John Agg, a man

who was born at Evesham. England, and
died not far from the sassafras trees
in April, 1855. at the age of seventy-five
years, and whose epitaph you may read
within the morning shadow of the west
wall of St. Paul's or Rock Creek Church.
His wife, who was Elizabeth BJackford,
died in 1S54.
Agg built himself a house, the site of

which has been lost and forgotten, but
those persons who know the neighborhoodwell will tell you that they think
it was in the little vale eastward of the
Soldiers' Home, and in the grounds of
the picturesque place called The Vineyard.the home of the late Conway Robinson.about which the Rambler wrote
two or three Sundays ago. The Agg
house was destroyed, presumably by
fire, and he and his wife took up their
abode in a cottage which h*d been the
dwelling of his overseer. The site of
that cottqg#4 m^v be distinguished, and
part of the lumber of it was used in the
construction of the gardener's cottage
on the Robinson estate, which cottage
13 still standing.

*
* *

The house and lands of the Blackfords
were bought in 1843 by George W.
Riggs, and he enlarged the house, which
is now coated with pebbles and ceYnent
and called the Anderson building. It
was in or about the year 1857 that
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BERLIN, November 24. 1914.

WAR i? wiping: out Germany's
aristocracy. This is a

striking social result of
her unprecedented struggle
against seven enemy states.

The corps and regiments of which the
fatherland is proudest, the corps which
In Frederick's time made feudal Prussiaand which make feudal Prussia today.are being swept into the abyss.
The tragedy is outwardly most visible
at Berlin, where the "Herr Leutnant" is
the traditional hero of the sentimental,
pig-tailed "Backfisch." The Bavarian
journalist, Lachmann, himself a reserveofficer, writes "so terrifically has
our military aristocracy dwindled that
after the war we shall have a new,
democratically officered army like that
©f France."
Totaling up sixty daily lists of killed

and wounded shows that the ten regimentswhich count as "smartest" have
lost, on an average, half their officers.
Jn peace time these regiments have
a total of 180 lieutenants Of the
lieutenants only seventy-eight survive.

*
* *

The reserve officers taken into these
regiments have lost 40 per cent. Four
of the regiments have lost their
colonels, and two of them have lost
two-thirds of their captains. Many
officers are only slightly wounded.
They will return to the front. But
as the war goes on few of the originalofficers will be left "Two years
hence." writes Maj. Lehmann, "the
army will be commanded by promoted
non-coms. These men will excel, becausethey will have had practice In
fighting which will replace theoretical
training. But the aristocrat with
leadership in his blood will have disappeared."
Every aristocratic name is in the list

of killed and wounded. Among famous
military and political names tne writer
finds Bismarck. Moltke, Buelow, Blucher,Bredow. Kleist and Stein. All the
lost officers of these names are kinsmenof heroes of past wars or politics.
In the northern provinces all The males
of several families have perished.
Worse are conditions in the west of
Brandenburg Mark and :n Pomerania,
both old bulwarks of Hohenzoilern
power.
Fourteen princes belonging to some

of the twenty-three reign.ng families
are dead or wounded. There are still a
hundred of these princes at the front.
The losses of the reigning families are
exaggerated. Every day foreign telegramscome to Berlin recording the
deaths of foreign princes who do not
exist. Most are described as "cousins
of the kaiser." in addition to his sons,
Wilhelm IJ has nine cousins and
nephews at the front. Six are regimentalofficers. All these undergo the
same risks as do other officers of the
line.

*
* *

Descriptions of fighting in east and
west show that officers willfully expose
themselves. Many perish through not
taking shelter in trenches; many more

through taking risks witu the object of
inspiriting their men. A story is told
by the wounded linesman, Seydel of the
recent fight between Roulers and
Ecloo, which shows the spirit in the
officers.
The Germans, says Seydel, occupied a

double row of trenches flanked on tne
right by a copse, and on the left by
a stream, which they made difficult to
pass by stringing barbed wire along

I

great veneration for the twin trees
the neighborhood legend was that .

ander von Humboldt, the last man
knew everything, had visited
trees and had estimated their a§
1,000 years.
Baron Gerolt, long Prussian mir

at Washington, was a frequent vi
at the Riggs' country home, an
was a friend of the great Huml
He always showed a particular int
in those sassafras trees. Georgi
Riggs. W. W. Corcoran and Coi
Robinson always took visitors to
at the twin trees, and the Riggs
the Robinson girls remember cl
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VENERABLE SASSAFR
Said to have been vialted

that the twin trees were always a
ture of the Riggs place.
The Rambler was told, while stan

and shivering at the foot of those st
fras trees on a cold and dismal a
noon about three weeks ago, that s<
where in von Humboldt's works
mentioned that while staying in W
ington he went out to a farm
the city and looked at some old sa

HA1VES1
the banks. The French could nol
tack the trenches in front, as here
was barbed wire. Behind the wire
a row of pits called by the sob
"die kleine hoelle," "little hell."
trench was shelled for seven hours
five officers perished. The loss in
was only three. The officers ri
themselves by coming out to re
noiter. "The French." says Se
"tried a series of ruses, one of w
cost us some of our best leaders. '

sent an aeroplanist over us, an<
dropped bombs. We shot at him \
out effect. The aeroplanist dropp
bomb which fell near our trench, r
indecisively and then exploded ar
us. It killed Yieut. Keller and wou
three men. The lieutenant's head
blown off. and it struck one of
wounded men in the face.
"One French ruse consisted in

tending to enfilade our right, whi
the same time a dash was made thr
the barbed-wired river on our
During the night several hur
French infantry got into the c
They had machine guns. In the
of the dawn bullets from rifles
machine guns flew furiously alone
trench line. Twenty men were k
We could not tell where the bt

"While our men were busy due
and firing:, the French cut the ba
wire on our left, splashed through
mud of the stream, and rushed bet
our two parallel trenches. They
in tremendous force. Some of our
lost their heads and tried to get
the back trench, which was af,'
orders, and exposed them to da
Capt. Haechlen and two other ret
officers of our battalion shouted,
low us,' and rushed on the French
fore our men could realize the
mand the three officers were isol
They were surrounded by French
diers and bayonetew. That is the
our officers die."

*
* *

Tn the eastern theater of war, ofl
are having: the roughest work anc
the greatest risk. Many of the sol
in Poland are reservists of m;

years, landwehr or landsturm men,
have volunteered to fight outside
empire. These men are brave, but
are bad marchers, and many of
have forgotten the elements of
They have to face Russians of the
line and reservists who are la
veterans from the Manchurian
Hundreds of officers have to sac
their lives in order that the inf
landwehr and landsturm men may
their duties.
Such a hero was Capt. Rtauffen

who defended a town with the
nants of two battalions of infj
after all the other officers had perl
Stauffenberg was in command o

town after the Russians of Gen. Ze
off took the outer defenses. The
ments of battalions left to him
all Silesian landwehr men, who
not shoot. He kept the flag flyin
night. Next morning, with a hui
odd soldiers who survived, he b
marched along the main street
which the Russians were marchii
close battalions. He was shot
Had his men been infantry of the
they could have held off the Rus
longer and given a chance of esca
(Jrimmer still was the fate of

staff and engineer officers at Viliar
on the Vistula. It was here that
von Hindenburg made an ineffectui
tempt to cross the Vistula and g
the rear of Warsaw. Hindenburg
a feint to cross at Karatchcwo. A
his men were finishing their poi
bridge the Russians appeared
strength. The German shrapnel
across the river in solid masses
checked the Russian attempt to
the completion of the bridge. The
sians bombarded the pontoons,
denburg knew that he could not
there. He was trying to build a si

Jnn ^
untry fras trees, and that he estimated that a

tome, they were then 1,000 years old. t
ubse- * I
ititu- * *
rown Alexander von Humboldt was in J'
ad

^
a ^'ashington in 1804. He stopped at the t

those Union Tavern, in Georgetown, and f
ed at though not as celebrated as he became t
them later in life, he was shown notable s

s liv- attention by the prominent people of
Mr. Georgetown and the federal officials

e the and the villagers of the little Washing,and ton. The Rambler has been trying to
ce to find in Humboldt's works the reference

which, it is said, he made to the two
was old sassafras trees near Washington. It

. and must be remembered that the written
\lex- works of Humboldt are stupendous.
who The Rambler tried his "Kosmos" withthoseout result and then turned to his

;e as "Travels and Researches in the EquinoctialRegions of America." In the
lister "Personal Narrative of Travels to the
isitor Equinoctial Regions of the New Contidhe nent I>uring the Years 1799-1S04, by
>oldt. Alexander de Humboldt and Aime Bonperestland," written in French by Humboldt
2 W. and translated into English in 1815 by
iway Helen Maria Williams, the Rambler
look made a water-haul so far as those
and sassafras trees were concerned,

early In Humboldt's "Travels and Re-
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AS TREE IX SOLDIERS' HOME. g
by Alexander von Humboldt in 1804. R

h
fea- searches," condensed and published in s

1833 by W. MacGillivray, the Rambler tdingfound a reference to his visit to Wash- t]
issa- ington in the following paragraph: g
fter- "Leaving the capital of New Spain "

ome- our travelers descended to the port of b
it is Vera Cruz, which is situated among t]
ash- sand hills in a burning and unhealthy p
near country. They happily escaped the it
issa- yellow fever which prevails here and f<

: OF W
also Wiping Out Germany's
aTh" Birth, as in France.5
and

akeU Regiments Have Losl
iconyhd,eck Wounded.Superhun
rhey
3 be pontoon bridge at Vilianowo and hoped
vith- to complete it during the night. By this
e(i a pontoon bridge his army was to pass.
oiled n
long m
nded *

was Next morning a Cossack patrol near
the Vilianowo saw a beautifully made pontoonbridge spanning the river. Gerl^atmans numbering 3,000 had already

ough crbssed. Their engineers were already
left, making a tete de pont redoubt to proidredtect the bridge from a Russian blow
opse. while the crossing of the rest of the
gray army was taking place. Forty thouandsand Germans were gathering in the
: our plain behind. Before noon 70,000 Rusilled.sians had arrived. They formed in a
illets crescent at a distance of six miles

from the pontoon bridge and began
king to shell and pour shrapnel into the
irbed 3,000 Germans already on the right
1 the bank. Two crack regiments, the 3d
ween Pomeranian Infantry Regiment of
were Count Schwerin and the Life Grenamendier Regiment of King Friederich Wliintohelm III, crossed the bridge safely,
ainst As the last men of the Grenadier
nger. regiment were crossing a Russian shell
serve destroyed the two middle pontoons and
'Fol- left a gap. The pontoon held together
Be- only by ropes. Hindenburg's second in

com- command resolved to recall all the Gerated.mans from the right bank and with
sol- them their artillery. Under cover of
way a terrific artillery fire sent across the

river at the Russians, the retreat was
safely carried out. Three field guns
could not be got across the gap. They

n#v»r. were trundled into the river.
The last men on the right bank were

run a staff officer and two officers of engidiersneers who had been superintending the
ature bridge building. They marched behind

the sappers who had built the tete de
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drill.
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came d
and PRINCE EITEL FRIEDRICH, a

Kalaer'a second son, who with hla J
Hin- brothers are among the scores of d
cross German princes who are being sacrl- a

;cond flced In the cause-of their country*

5HEr
ittacks persons who have arrived frot
he elevated districts as readily a
Curopeans. who have come by sea, an
smbarked in a Spanish frigate for Ha
ana, where they had leff part c
heir specimens. They remained ther
wo months, after which they set sa
or the United States, on their passag
o which they encountered a violen
torm that lasted seven days. Arriv
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VY-GROWN STUMP OF LONG-DE
WEBSTER D1

ig at Philadelphia and afterward vis
ting: Washington, they spent eigh
reeks in that interesting country fo
he purpose of studying its politica
nd commercial relations. In August
804, they returned to Europe, carry
ig with them the extensive collectioi
rhich they had made during thei:
erilous and fatiguing journeys."
The Rambler has not given over hi:
fforts to get at the root of this sassa
ras tree legend and promises a littb
tore digging unless in the meantime
Dme learned dendrologist in the for
st service or somebody down in tin
mithsonian comes to the rescue.
While you have spent so much tim<
i contemplation of the twin trees i
rill repay you to walk a few hundre<
ards out of the Soldiers' Homi
rounds and into the garden on th<
tobinson place, where the seconc
ouse of John Agg stood. There is th<
tump or trunk of a chestnut tree
wined round with a mat of ivy s<

flick that the dead trunk seems to b<
reen and flourishing. Dickens, in hii
Ivy Green." says that the wall mus
e crumbled and the stone decayed fo:
tie ivy to make its merry meal, an<
leasure its dainty whim, but here i:
ry, noble, patriarchal and aristocratic
ceding on a rotting old chesnut tree.
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ITIio is the Ideal of the old feudal arts
by th

ont. When the sappers had scram
lod over planks placed across the ga]
shell from a Russian four-inch how

Lzer burst the last rope holding th>
wo pontoon sections togemer. Th'
ections swung down stream and th'
hree officers found themselves on thLussianside.
The Russians did not fire on them
'hey sent cavalry from behind a woo<
rith the design to capture the Ger
lans. The German shrapnel caught th'
avalry column, wiped half of it ou
nd sent the rest racing back. The Ger
tans remained untouched for an hour
uring which a terrific artillery due
ras fought across the Vistula.

*
* 4

In the end the German artillery with
rew. Russian horsemen came bacl
nd invited the Germans to surrender
ine of the engineers did surrender
he staff officer and the other enginee
rew 4helr swords, rushed on, the Rus
[an cavalry and were hacked to bits.
German reports give Russian officer

n The main interest in this tree is
s that under its shade Daniel Webster
d drank many toddies and mint juleps.

It seems that Mr. Webster did not
>f limit his convivial libations to Hanecock's, but practiced good fellowship
11 at the houses of his friends. He and
e John Agg were friends and Mrs. Agg,
t born Elizabeth Blackford, was one of

the best favored and brightest witted

IAD TREE, UNDER WHICH DANIEL
RANK TODDIES.
women of old Washington. Agg's

t place was in a charming situation and
r the family legend is that he and Dan1iel Webster sipped, or otherwise, many
:, gladsome beverages beneath that

spreading chestnut tree. This legend
i and John Agg's epitaph seem somerwhat out of tune, but perhaps it only

seems. On the memorial erected to
s John Agg by St. Paul's Church "as a

grateful tribute to his memory" it is
e chiseled that he was "a communicant,
e long the senior member of the vestry

and a fa thful and generous friend of
e the church."

As the Rambler looked at the trunk
e of this ivy-eaten chestnut tree his
t thoughts strayed across the Eastern
I branch to another old chestnut under
b which were classic libations and potabtions. For under that tree, long ago
i blown down, the owner of the place,
9 George W. Talburtt, and John Howard
, Payne grew mellow and meditative or

3mellow and vivacious over juleps.
B *

t
* *

r Battery at White House Landing.* ¥N connection with the operation of *
* ^ the British in the Potomac and Pa- 2

tuxent rivers and around Washington t

TEE miMt
>n of an Army Officered t
>unded Show That the I
Officers.Fourteen Princ
in Unicers.
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WILLIAM II.
tocracy, which is being rapidly wiped oat
e great war.

credit for equal courage. The Russian
p officers are stated nearly always to

have behaved well. One redeeming
feature of the war is that the accusaetions of cowardice, brutality and

b treachery which fly from Europe to
e America and around the world are

e mostly the inventions of stay-at-home
civilians. Between the fighting men a
far more chivalrous spirit obtains.

j With the non-commissioned ranks this
spirit is weakened by weeks of wait~
ing in trenches carpeted with blood and

f mud. The officers on both sides are all
right. Many officers report kindly and
chivalrous treatment from the Rusjsians, and even from the French,
though the Franco-German opposition
is much fiercer than the Russo-German.
Sometimes the concern of inimical offi_cers for one another transcends the i

c consideration they show to their own

. comrades.
This happened with the 76th Infantry

r Regiment, which gets its men from
Hamburg, and bears the title "The
Hamburger Geese." A battalion of the
"Hamburger Geese" was intrenched for

MBL
in the late summer and early autum
of 1814 the Rambler has written c
the capitulation of Alexandria to Jame
A. Gordon, captain of his majesty'
ship Sea Horse, and in command of th
squadron which caused the garriso
at Fort Washington to take to th
woods, and which exacted tribute froi
Alexandria under threat of bombard
ment. There was one feature of thi
story rather brighter than the re
mainder of it, which the Rambler di
not mention because of lack of spac<
That was that after the capitulatio
of Alexandria the government too
certain measures to hasten the de
parture of the hostile ships, and fror
two places down the river, Whit
House and Indian Head, a good des
of iron and lead was hurled at th
retreating invaders, and with som
effect.
a numoer or seamen were Drougr

overland from Baltimore, and thes
were divided Into several bodies an
put under the command of Commodor
Rodgers, Commodore Perry, Commc
dore Torter and Capt. Creisrhton of th
navy. The late John S. Williams, wh
in 1857 wrote a "History of the In
vasion and Capture of Washington, an
of the Events Which Preceded and Fol
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SECOND OF THE SOLDIER
Said to be the nesto

lowed," and who dedicated the booi
io Col. William W. Seaton, treated ver

briefly of the attack on the Britis
squadron by batteries on the banks o
the river after the ships had slippe<
lown from in front of Alexandria. H
loes say, however, that Commodor
Etodgers, with boats and fire vessels
ittacked and annoyed the rear of th
enemy's squadron; that Commodor

CLASS
>y Men of Democratic
:mperor's Ten Crack
:es Already Killed or

l week at Kstchonow, a townlet south
vest of Warsaw, near the Warsaw
Calisch-Lodz railroad. The Russiani
vere intrenched a mile in front. Th<
>attle consisted in making approaches
md sniping. Within two days th<
renches were brought to within 30(
fards. Russians and Germans begar
o exchange visits. When the trenches
rot to within 200 yards the Germani
iniped so successfully that the visits
lad to cease.
This bored the "Hamburger Geese.'

[*hey sent a message asking on whal
eras the Russians would renew th«
>ld friendly relations. A Russian offl-
;er promised 10 visit tue uci man

»n condition that he was not made a

irisoner. An hour later there sat ir
he trench a gigantic, very hungrj
*uss, who devoured vast quantities o1
'kalter aufschnitt" and drank schnaps
Jchnaps, he said, he had not tasted
iince the beginning of the war. Th
ichnaps went to his head and he fel!
i6leep.
In vain the "Hamburger Geese" tried
0 awaken him. They had promised
lot to make him prisoner, and that
rave him a claim to their protection
They reasoned that if he was not back
>y nightfall he would be suspected oi
lesertion, or even of treason. The big
luss was a Baltic province native witli
1 German name, and that would inensifysuspicion. The "geese" decided
o carry him back to his trench.
As they had no right to risk their

nen's lives, the officers decided to dc
he work themselves. They slung th«i

f. n
'1

GEN. VON FALKENHAYN.
*rnssian war minister, who is acting
chief of the general staff of the Germanarmy. Gen. von Falkenhayn is
now grappling with the task of findingofficers in the ranks to replace the
scions of the old German aristocracy
who are being rapidly killed off.

n Porter, assisted by Capt. Creighton
>f and other naval officers, established a

'8 battery at the White House on the
s right bank of the river, and that Com- *
e modore Perry erected another battery \
n on the left bank at a place called In- i
e dian Head. According to Mr. Williams. 1
n "They were both assisted by militia
l- of the District and of Virginia, who 1

s behaved well enough to show that, <

!- under the lead of men in whom they *

d had confidence, every reliance could «

s. be placed in them."

kK * * i

" Commodore Porter in his report to the <

Secretary of the Navv jays: "The in- 1

e trepidity of Capt. Griffith of the Alex- *

e andria Artillery, his officers and his men, T
merit the highest eulogiums. They fought i

their six-pounders until their ammunition

d was expended, and coolly retired from J
e their guns when ordered to do so. under

a shower of the enemy's shot": and he 1
e further reports that "The militia who 5

came under my immediate notice and
d were attached to my command, volun-tarily or otherwise, conducted themselves

I - " ~ *
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IS' HOME SASSAFRAS TREES,
r of Waahingrton tree*.

k in a manner which reflects on them and
V their country the highest honor. Many
h before the battle requested to be posted
f near me, and there was 110 instance where
d one offered to retire until I gave the oreder to retire."
e Commodore Perry, who commanded the
J. militia batteries and infantry at Indian
e Head, reported that "The field pieces (sixepounders)', under the direction of that exOF

KAHSE1E
tipsy Russian in a hammock, swung
the hammock on two sticks and in-
trusted it to two lieutenants. As the t
lieutenants moved forward there wa*
a vollev. A bullet cut the hammock t

rope, and the gigantic Russian came '

down with a flop. This woke him. He
drew his sword and slashed one lieu-
tenant on the arm. The other lieutenantdisarmed him.

*
* * t

Even this did not induce the Ger- Jmans to break their promise not to
I make the Russian a prisoner. They ^
3 threw him on the ground and sat on j
s him. For two hours in the darkness
) the Russians and Germans in the *

* trenches exchanged volleys over the ^® officers' heads. At midnight a Russian r
3 officer, carrying a white flag in the z

glare of an electric projector, came t
' out of the trenches. He found the
- three men lying on the ground. The c
5 big Russian was handed back to his c

comrades and the Germans got back ,i to their trench. 1
i Two days later the big Russian was (~

killed in an assault on the German c
r trench. The Germans found a book on
' his body printed in Cyrillic characters, e
and on the fly-leaf a Russian address,

I which they could not read. They cut a
s out the address, pasted it on the book
I and sent the book back. The address,
they learned, was that of the dead

I Russian's mother.
I Some German officers have been in
: French or Russian captivity and have
got out of it. Lieut. Mvderholdt, a re
serve officer who is a professional

f musician, spent three days as prisoner
- en ^imicau j nierrv. .ut'iernouu was

t
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<Continued from Fifth Page.) d
.. t
to be whispered about that the king 1
was ruled absolutely by the beautiful ^
Draga, who was several years his P
senior. Stories were concocted about a

her which were eagerly spread abroad. n

Like poor Marie Antoinette, nothing
was too bad for the people to believe d
about her. h

d
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Although the peasantry were dis- h

gruntled, the so-called revolution" was b

confined to the extreme radicals. The ^
plot was entirely the work of Maschin
and his clique of military friends. The
Servian people were even kept in completeignorance of it. and later cowed _

into acquiescence. The plan of the J
regicides, which was actually carried
out, was to fall upon the defenseless g
king and queen in the dead of night. ci
The officers are known still as "the b

eighty-three." Fully armed, they mur- a<
dered a defenseless man and woman in la
their own bedroom as they were about
to retire. They awaited the hour of m

midnight murder, drinking champagne b<
at the Servian Crown and other open- b'
air cafes. It is known that the eighty- h<
three officers were under oath to individuallyrun their swords through the °'

bodies of their hapless victims. w

The king, with all his faults, died like UI

a man trying to protect the woman he
loved. Maschin himself had stipulated
that he be permitted to kill Draga. He

Q,
fired point-blank at her as she crouched
behind the body of Alexander in an at- jn
tempt to hide herself. b<
So great was the fear of Maschin and y4

the military gang who had organized pj
and carried out the infamy that the p(
regiments of soldiers drawn up outside a
were deaf even to the cries of the mur- w

cellent officer, MaJ. Peter of the Georgstown,a id Capt Burch of the Washingtonvolunteer*, and Capt. I^ewis of Gen .

Stuart's brigade, kept up a very spirited
Ire. These officers, together with Capts.
3tull and Davidson and their brave men.
behaved in the handsomest manner, and
endered all the assistance their limited
neans afforded The ammunition of the
dghteen-pounder and several of the
dxes being expended, and the Arc of thr
jnemy from two frigates, two sloops of
war. two bombs, one ro.-ket ship and
several smalier vessels, being ven
ieavy. It was thought advisable by Gen
>tuart. Mai. Peter and myself to retirs
i short distance to the rear This was
lone in good order, after sustaining
heir fire for m-.re than an hour Geo
Stuart and Col. Hea.ll were much exposedduring the whole time of the <a.n
lonading Tt would be presumption in
ne to speak in commendation of »he*e
veterans; I cannot, however, avoid ex
Dressing my admiration of their conluct."»
Most of the officers and troops menionedas acting gallantly at the White

Flouse and at Indian Head had a few
lays before fought, or had not fougb*
it Bladenaburg.
Commodore Porter says in hia repor*

that some of the British ships were
much injured, and in Xile's Register
r»ne may read the narrative of a Brit
ish deserter from the frigate Eurvalue
wherein he says that on board his ship
five men were killed and seven woundedby the fire of the shore batteries

g
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The White House is about two miles »

below Mount Vernon, and on the Virginiashore. Tt was the old Fairfax estateof Bel voir, and that name has
come into print recently in connection
with the efforts to locate a penal institutionon the property and also in connectionwith a camp of instruction for
militia engineer officers High wr»od*d
nlufTs rise from the gravelly river
shore, and at high tide the river washes
the foot of the bluffs The channel of
the river here runs in close to shore
rwo of the ancient Fairfax buildings.
>ne of them the "office" of the estate. ^
stood below the northerly end of the
bluff on low land that sloped gently
iown to the river. The top of the blufT
was reached by a road from the point
near these buildings The "office build- 4

ing." which was of brick, stood until
about five years ago. when it caugh*
fire and was destroyed, a frame cottage-likestructure later being erected
nn its site.
That old brick building: on the shore

seas always kept whitewashed and
same to be called the White House.
Dne sees by reference to the reports of
the period of 1S14 that it was called
the White House., and middle-aged
Washington people remember when it
was called White House Landing and
when excursion picnics were held there
by Washingtonians. just as they were .

it Glymont.
For a long time a colored man by the
name of Tait.Robert Tait.lived in
that house by the river, and it may be
:hat he is living there yet. The Ramtilerhas not been to that spot for five
years, but twice this summer and once
iast winter has loitered along the bluffs
ligh above the river and the site of the
Did house. Tait for many years kept a
Doal oil lamp lighted in one of the winlowsof the White House, by which
river boats steered at night. He was
paid for this by the Norfolk line of '

boats, but all boats benefited by it and
relied on the White House light. The
whitewashed walls of the little brick
louse were a beacon by day.
It is in these woods on the top of the

bluff that molder the ruins of the Fairfaxhouse of Bel voir, and if you have a
irood imagination you can fancy just
he position on the bluff that the Amercanguns occupied when the hostile
ships that had "held up" Alexandria
tailed by.

'S EMPI1E
captured at Quichy during the advance
to the Marne. The French surprised
:he outpost with which he was stationid.killed his senior officer and took *

lim prisoner. He was taken to Chateau
Thierry and lodged in a private house.
With him were taken nine privates.
These were locked into a stable.
Meierholdt was to he taken to Paris

ind later sent to Morocco. When Gernanshells began to fall in the town
:lie French made off, taking with them
he nine privates. They forgot Meierloldt.The German was afraid of being
shot by his own men. He sat at a
window and played a violin which he
ound in the house. When the German
infantry entered Chateau Thierry
Heierholdt put his head out of a winlow.A bullet went through his violin.
The Germans barred his house door,

tn IipIiVvo u'9« an nr

l comrade of any kind and kept him
wo days in the house.
Capt. Boyes, adjutant of Brigade- r
Commander Gen. von Hellingrath, got
>ut of captivity more romantically. He
\ras locked up in Lille early in the war.
e stunned his jailer and reached the
Jerman lines after surviving a tempest
»f bullets from outposts and sentries.
Only one German prisoner officer has
scaped from Russia. This is Lieut.
Jries, who arrived at Lyck last week
fter being: a week at Orenburg on the
dge of Asia. Gries is the. son of a
*etroj?rad German merchant, and he
earned Russian in a Petrograd school,
irmed with a forgred passport, supplied
y a Tartar, he traveled across all EuopeanRussia, entered Warsaw when
he Germans were within eigrht miles
nd by risking his life pot into the
Jerman lines.

(Copyright, 1814, hy Curtis Bnown.i
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lered pair. After the assassination tho
roope were permitted to swarm into
he Konak and completely loot it
lonths after art treasures could be
iurchased in Belgrade pawnshops for
song, it is said. For days after the

nurder the city was en fete.
Col. Maschin's detestation of Draga
id not end with her death. He had her
ideous corpse dressed in a pink hall
ress and displayed to the public view.
Llexander's mutilated body was clothed
n a plain suit without orders. Both
odies were taken away secretly in a
an til uiiuiii^iii anu uuncu in VIIO

auper cemetery.

Lights That Never Go Out.
N the vault of the fortress Cathedral
of St. Peter and St. Paul In Petrorad,the place of interment of the

tars, two great candles are always kept
timing, one at the head and the other
t the foot of the casket of the czar
ist buried.
These candles, which are replaced 1m- '

tediately they are burned down, have
sen kept burning constantly since theurial of Alexander II, in 1881. at the
ead and loot of his tomb and were
ansferred in 1894 to the head and footp the next czar to die. There theyill remain until another emperor diee
id is buried.
A guard of officials in semi-militaryniform is always on duty to keep themdles trimmed and alight, with strict
rders never to let one go out.
The sacred fire of Beheran in a templethe village of Oodwada, India, has
sen kept burning, it is said, for 1,20«
sars. and is a mecca for thousands of
lgrims every year The tomb of Tip- w>o Sahib, at Seringapatam, is lit bynumber of silver lamps which are al- *
ays kept aflame.
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